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 Place, date 

Dear President,

     The government of Vietnam is planning an amnesty of between 
25'000-30'000 prisoners at mark National Day on 2 September 2010. We 
appreciate this gesture and congratulate the government for this decision.

     May we remind the government of Vietnam that a considerable number 
of Prisoners of Conscience are due for release or for a reduction of 
their sentence, as they have NOT committed a crime, have NOT used or 
advocated the use of violence and that their only "crime" is that they 
exercised their human right of Freedom of Expression.
   
     We are, therefore, calling on the government of Vietnam to extend 
the amnesty also to these Prisoners of Conscience (see: partial list 
enclosed!) and to release ALL of them, or to reduce their sentence.

     Furthermore, we urge the government to repeal or amend vaguely 
worded legislation which criminalizes peaceful dissent, and to end the 
harassment and imprisonment of individuals for exercising their right to 
Freedom of Expression, association and opinion.

     We hope that the government of Vietnam is doing its utmost to meet 
these request and we appreciate any step it takes in that direction. 
      
Yours sincerely,

